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indeed a peace such as few kings have signed in the
deepest degradation of their empire. For the term
of fifteen years they claimed two-thirds of the
revenues of Scania, the possession of its strong-
holds, the free passage of the Sound, and the right
for the same fifteen years to veto the choice of a
Danish ruler, besides a number of other valuable
concessions and privileges ; terms, in short, as humi-
liating for Denmark as they were glorious for the
League. The last paragraph of this remarkable
Treaty of Stralsund, which put the Hansa in the
position of a first-class power, ran thus:

" Our king, Waldemar, shall seal to the cities the
above terms of peace with his great seal, if he would
remain with his kingdom and not give It over to
another ruler. If it should be that our lord and
king, Waldemar, desires to abdicate his land of
Denmark during his lifetime, we will and shall not
suffer it, unless it be that the cities have given their
consent, and that he has sealed to them their privi-
leges with his great seal. Thus, too, it shall be if our
lord and king, Waldemar, be carried off by death,
which God forfend. Then, too, we will accept no
ruler but in council with the cities."

It Is evident from this paragraph that the Hansa
still mistrusted Waldemar, and feared he would by
some subterfuge evade the treaty obligations made
in his name by his appointed viceroy.

And they had probably not gauged him falsely.

It was further settled that Waldemar must sign this
document within sixteen months: if he did not do
so within this period, the Danish council and kingdom